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LGBTQI	  A	  SCUOLA:	  	  
ESPERIENZE	  E	  STRUMENTI	  A	  CONFRONTO	  



ESPERIENZE 

•  Quali sono le esperienze delle identità LGBTQI nel contesto scolastico? 

•  In una scala da 1 a 10 come la definiresti in termini di benessere? 

•  Quanto è valorizzata e quanto è sottoposta a stress? 

•  Quali strumenti possiamo usare per favorire l’inclusività dei contesti 
educativi? 
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GLSEN 



GLSEN 
 
The 2015 National School Climate Survey was conducted online. To obtain a 

representative national sample of lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, and 
queer (LGBTQ) youth, we conducted outreach through national, 
regional, and local organizations that provide services to or advocate on 
behalf of LGBTQ youth, and advertised and promoted on social 
networking sites, such as Facebook, Instagram, and Tumblr. To ensure 
representation of transgender youth, youth of color, and youth in rural 
communities, we made special efforts to notify groups and organizations 
that work predominantly with these populations. 

The final sample consisted of a total of 10,528 students between the ages of 
13 and 21. Students were from all 50 states and the District of Columbia 
and from 3,095 unique school districts. About two-thirds (68.6%) of the 
sample was White, a third (34.9%) was cisgender female, and about 
half (49.2%) identified as gay or lesbian. 



GLSEN 

SCHOOL SAFETY  
 
57.6% of LGBTQ students felt unsafe at school because of their sexual orientation, and 43.3% 
because of their gender expression.  
 
31.8% of LGBTQ students missed at least one entire day of school in the past month because 
they felt unsafe or uncomfortable, and a tenth (10.0%) missed four or more days in the past month.  
 
Over a third avoided gender-segregated spaces in school because they felt unsafe or 
uncomfortable (bathrooms: 39.4%; locker rooms: 37.9%).  
 
Most reported avoiding school functions and extracurricular activities (71.5% and 65.7%, 
respectively) because they felt unsafe or uncomfortable.  

 

Schools nationwide are hostile environments for a distressing number of LGBTQ 
students, the overwhelming majority of whom routinely hear anti-LGBT language and 
experience victimization and discrimination at school. 
As a result, many LGBTQ students avoid school activities or miss school entirely.  



GLSEN 
Almost all of LGBTQ students (98.1%) heard “gay” used in a negative way (e.g., “that’s so gay”) at 
school; 67.4% heard these remarks frequently or often. 
 
95.8% of LGBTQ students heard other types of homophobic remarks (e.g., “dyke” or “faggot”); 
58.8% heard this type of language frequently or often. 
 
95.7% of LGBTQ students heard negative remarks about gender expression (not acting 
“masculine enough” or “feminine enough”); 62.9% heard these remarks frequently or often. 
 
85.7% of LGBTQ students heard negative remarks specifically about transgender people, like 
“tranny” or “he/she;” 40.5% heard them frequently or often. 
 
56.2% of students reported hearing homophobic remarks from their teachers or other school staff, 
and 63.5% of students reported hearing negative remarks about gender expression from teachers 
or other school staff. 

 

ANTI-‐LGBT	  REMARKS	  AT	  SCHOOL	  



GLSEN 
LGBTQ students who experienced higher levels of victimization because of their sexual orientation: 
Were more than three times as likely to have missed school in the past month than those who experienced lower 
levels (62.2% vs. 20.1%); 
Had lower grade point averages (GPAs) than students who were less often harassed (2.9 vs. 3.3); 
Were twice as likely to report that they did not plan to pursue any post-secondary education (e.g., college or 
trade school) than those who experienced lower levels (10.0% vs. 5.2%);  
Were more likely to have been disciplined at school (54.9% vs. 32.1%); and 
Had lower self-esteem and school belonging and higher levels of depression. 
 
 
LGBTQ students who experienced higher levels of victimization because of their gender expression: 
Were almost three times as likely to have missed school in the past month than those who experienced lower 
levels (59.6% vs. 20.8%); 
Had lower GPAs than students who were less often harassed (2.9 vs. 3.3); 
Were twice as likely to report that they did not plan to pursue any post-secondary education (e.g., college or 
trade school; 9.5% vs. 5.4%); 
Were more likely to have been disciplined at school (52.1% vs. 32.7%); and 
Had lower self-esteem and school belonging and higher levels of depression. 
 
 

 
 

EFFECTS	  OF	  VICTIMIZATION	  	  



GLSEN 
Compared to LGBTQ students who did not have a GSA in their school, students who had a GSA in their school: 
 
Were less likely to hear “gay” used in a negative way often or frequently (59.3% compared to 77.1% of other 
students); 
 
Were less likely to hear homophobic remarks such as “fag” or “dyke” often or frequently (51.0% vs. 
68.0%); 
 
Were less likely to hear negative remarks about gender expression and transgender people often or 
frequently (gender expression: 59.6% vs. 66.8%; transgender people: 35.9% vs. 46.0%); 
 
Were more likely to report that school personnel intervened when hearing homophobic remarks—20.6% vs. 
12.0% said that staff intervene most of the time or always; 
 
Were less likely to feel unsafe because of their sexual orientation than those without a GSA; 
Experienced lower levels of victimization related to their sexual orientation and gender expression; 
Reported a greater number of supportive school staff and more accepting peers; and 
Felt more connected to their school community than students without a GSA. 
 
 

LGBT-‐RELATED	  SCHOOL	  RESOURCES	  AND	  SUPPORTS	  



GLSEN 



STONEWALL 



STONEWALL 

In 2016 Stonewall commissioned the Centre for Family Research at the University of 
Cambridge to conduct a survey with young people who are lesbian, gay, bi or trans 
(LGBT), or who think they might be, on their experiences in secondary schools and 
colleges across Britain.  
 
Between November 2016 and February 2017, 3,713 LGBT young people aged 11-19 
completed an online questionnaire, and this report presents the findings of this survey. 
 
This study is the third School Report published by Stonewall, and marks ten years since 
the publication of the first study in 2007. It is the first to include the specific experiences 
of trans pupils, reflecting Stonewall’s decision to extend its remit to campaign for trans 
equality in 2015. 
  
With over 3,700 respondents, it is the most comprehensive survey into the current 
experiences of LGBT pupils in Britain today. 



STONEWALL 
BULLYING AND LANGUAGE 

• Nearly half  of lesbian, gay, bi and trans pupils (45 per cent)– including 64 per cent  
of trans pupils – are bullied for being LGBT at school 
• Half  of LGBT pupils (52 per cent) hear homophobic language ‘frequently’ or ‘often’ 
at school, more than a third  (36 per cent) hear biphobic language ‘frequently’ or 
‘often’, and almost half  (46 per cent) hear transphobic language ‘frequently’ or 
‘often’ 
•  The majority of LGBT pupils – 86 per cent  – regularly hear phrases such as 
‘that’s so gay’ or ‘you’re so gay’ in school  
• Nearly one in ten trans pupils (nine per cent) are subjected to death threats at school 
• Almost half of LGBT pupils (45 per cent) who are bullied for being LGBT never tell 
anyone about the bullying 



STONEWALL 
HOW SCHOOLS RESPOND 

• Fewer than a third of bullied LGBT pupils (29 per cent) say that teachers 
intervened when they were present during the bullying  
• Seven in ten  LGBT pupils (68 per cent) report that teachers or school staff 
only ‘sometimes’ or ‘never’ challenge homophobic, biphobic and 
transphobic language when they hear it 
• Seven in ten  LGBT pupils (68 per cent) report that their schools say 
homophobic and biphobic bullying is wrong, but just four in ten  (41 per cent) 
report that their schools say transphobic bullying is wrong 



STONEWALL 
TEACHING 

• Two in five LGBT pupils (40 per cent) are never taught anything about LGBT 
issues at school 
•  Just one in five LGBT pupils (20 per cent) have learnt about safe sex in 
relation to same-sex relationships 
• Three in four  LGBT pupils (76 per cent) have never learnt about bisexuality 
at school 
• Three in four  LGBT pupils (77 per cent) have never learnt about gender 
identity and what ‘trans’ means at school 



STONEWALL 
SUPPORT 

• More than half of LGBT pupils (53 per cent) say that there isn’t 
an adult at school they can talk to about being LGBT 
•  Just four per cent of LGBT pupils know of an openly bi member of 
staff, and three per cent  know of one who is openly trans. One in 
four LGBT pupils (27 per cent) know of an openly gay member of 
staff, and 22 per cent  know of an openly lesbian member of staff 
• More than two in five trans pupils (44 per cent) say that staff at 
their school are not familiar with the term ‘trans’ and what it 
means 
• One in three  trans pupils (33 per cent) are not able to be known 
by their preferred name at school, while three in five  (58 per 
cent) are not allowed to use the toilets they feel comfortable in 



STONEWALL 
WELLBEING AND MENTAL HEALTH 

• Two in five pupils who have been bullied for being LGBT (40 per cent) 
have skipped school because of this bullying 
• Half of bullied LGBT pupils (52 per cent) feel that homophobic, biphobic 
and transphobic bullying has had a negative effect on their plans for 
future education 
• More than four in five trans young people (84 per cent) have self-
harmed. For lesbian, gay and bi young people who aren’t trans, three in 
five (61 per cent) have self-harmed 
• More than two in five  trans young people (45 per cent) have attempted 
to take their own life. For lesbian, gay and bi young people who aren’t 
trans, one in five (22 per cent) have attempted to take their own life 



STONEWALL 
AT HOME AND ONLINE 

•  Just two in five LGBT young people (40 per cent) have an adult at 
home they can talk to about being LGBT 
• Nearly all  LGBT young people (96 per cent) say the Internet has 
helped them understand more about their sexual orientation and/or 
gender identity 
• Two in five  LGBT young people (40 per cent) have been the target 
of homophobic, biphobic and transphobic abuse online 
• Nearly all  LGBT young people (97 per cent) see homophobic, 
biphobic and transphobic content online 
• Two in three  LGBT young people (65 per cent) think that online 
platforms are unlikely to do anything about tackling homophobic, 
biphobic and transphobic 



BE PROUD! SPEAK OUT 



BE PROUD! SPEAK OUT! 

ITALY NATIONAL SCHOOL CLIMATE SURVEY REPORT  
  
To be included in this report, participants must: 
Identify as LGB + T (including heterosexual trans*) 
Have attended school during the 2016/2017 school year 
13 to 20 years old 
 
Online Survey 
 
June – September 2017 

I PRIMI RISULTATI 



BE PROUD! SPEAK OUT! 

 Age 
13 -> 1.6%  
14 -> 6.0%  
15 -> 13.3%  
16 -> 20.0%  
17 -> 28.0%  
18 -> 18.6%  
19 -> 10.0%  
20 -> 3.0% 
 

I PRIMI RISULTATI 

Ethnicity  
  

     Italy 94.7% 

     Eastern Europe 3.0% 

     South America 0.9% 

     North Africa 0.7% 

     Eastern Asia 0.4% 

     Middle Asia 0.4% 

     Other 2.7% 
	  



BE PROUD! SPEAK OUT! 

Sexual Orientation 
  
Gay 20.8%  
Lesbian 33.5% 
Bisexual 39.7%  
Pansexual 21.3%  
Straight/Heterosexual 1.8% 
Questioning 14.1% 
Other Sexual Orientation 8.2%  
 

I PRIMI RISULTATI 
Sex/Gender  
  

Female 64.7%  

Male 22.2%  

Transgender  1.5% 

Transgender Male-to-Female 0.1% 

Transgender Female-to-Male 4.1% 

Other 12.1%  
	  



BE PROUD! SPEAK OUT! 

 Community Type  
  
Urban 75.5%  
Suburban 11.4%  
Rural or Small Town 13.1%  
  
  
School Level  
  
   Middle School 4.7% 
   High School 94.1% 
   Other 1.2% 
  
   
 
 

I PRIMI RISULTATI 
	  
School Type (n=1,082)  
  

Public  96.4%  

Religious-Affiliated School 1.7%  

Other 1.9%  
  
  
School Size (n=1,075) 
  

Less Than 500 Students 16.4% 

501 to 1000 Students 41.2% 

1001 to 1500 Students 27.2% 

Over 1500 Students 15.3% 
  
	  



BE PROUD, SPEAK OUT! 
   
   
 
 



BE PROUD, SPEAK OUT! 
   
   
 
 



BE PROUD, SPEAK OUT! 
   
   
 
 



STRUMENTI 
DI QUALI STRUMENTI PENSATE DI AVER BISOGNO PER FAVORIRE IL 
BENESSERE DELLE PERSONE LGBTQI NELLE SCUOLE ITALIANE? 
 

MANUALI	  
CONOSCENZA	  
AZIONI	  POLITICHE	  
SUPPORTO	  DA	  PROFESSIONISTI	  
RETE	  
	  



STRUMENTI 
PRIMA DI TUTTO GLI STRUMENTI SONO INSITI NELLE STESSE RICERCHE!!! 
 
INFATTI SIA LA RICERCA DI GLSEN CHE QUELLA DI STONEWALL DEDICANO  
SPAZIO A DUE ASPETTI: 
 
I CAMBIAMENTI NEL TEMPO 
 
LO SCOPO DELLA RICERCA  



CHANGES 
CHANGES IN INDICATORS OF HOSTILE SCHOOL CLIMATE 
ANTI-LGBT REMARKS 
LGBTQ students in 2015 reported a decrease in homophobic remarks compared to all 
prior years.  
Although the expression “that’s so gay” remains the most common form of anti-
LGBT language heard by LGBTQ students, its prevalence has declined consistently since 
2001. 
In 2015, there was a slight increase in negative remarks about gender expression. 
 
HARASSMENT AND ASSAULT 
In 2015, the incidence of verbal and physical harassment and physical assault regarding 
sexual orientation was lower than all prior years. 
Changes in harassment and assault based on gender expression were similar to those for 
sexual orientation—verbal and physical harassment were lower in 2015 than all prior years 
and physical assault was also its lowest since 2007. 
 



CHANGES 
Compared to the findings of the 2007 and 2012 School Reports, in 2017: 
Lesbian, gay and bi pupils are less likely to experience homophobic and biphobic 
bullying at school.  
Homophobic language at school is still prevalent but decreasing.  
Schools are much more likely to say that homophobic bullying is wrong.  
 
Pupils are more likely to be taught about LGBT issues at school.  
Experiences of poor mental health remain alarmingly high. This year’s report found 
that 61 per cent of lesbian, gay and bi pupils (who aren’t trans) have deliberately harmed 
themselves at some point, compared to 56 per cent in 2012. It found that 22 per cent had 
attempted to take their own lives, compared to 23 per cent in 2012. 



RECOMMENDATIONS 
RECOMMENDATIONS: SCHOOLS 
 
1.  GET THE BASICS RIGHT 

2. SHOW CLEAR LEADERSHIP 
 
3. CREATE AN INCLUSIVE CURRICULUM 
 
4. EQUIP YOUR STAFF 
 

5. CELEBRATE DIFFERENCE 

6. PROVIDE INFORMATION AND SUPPORT 

 
7. PROVIDE SPECIFIC SUPPORT FOR TRANS PUPILS 
 
8. PROTECT HEALTH AND WELLBEING 
 
9. INVOLVE LGBT YOUNG PEOPLE 
 
10. WORK WITH PARENTS, CARERS AND LOCAL ORGANISATIONS 
 



RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
Increasing student access to appropriate and accurate information regarding LGBT 
people, history, and events through inclusive curricula and library and Internet 
resources;  
Supporting student clubs, such as GSAs, that provide support for LGBTQ students 
and address LGBT issues in education;  
Providing professional development for school staff to improve rates of intervention 
and increase the number of supportive teachers and other staff available to students;  
Ensuring that school policies and practices, such as those related to dress codes and 
school dances, do not discriminate against LGBTQ students;  
Adopting and implementing comprehensive bullying/harassment policies that 
specifically enumerate sexual orientation, gender identity, and gender expression in 
individual schools and districts, with clear and effective systems for reporting and 
addressing incidents that students experience  
 



RECOMMENDATIONS 
“Briefly, our research has been the core of our advocacy and program work since we first 
started the National School Climate Survey in 1999. (As you may know, we conduct it 
every two years.) 
  
It has been important for: 
1) Public awareness of the problems LGBT students face in school, including major new 
reports. Our data is the only ongoing large-scale research on LGBT students in the U.S., 
so it is often cited by newspapers, TV and government officials. 
2) Government advocacy. It has been used by officials in the U.S. Department of 
Education to discuss the unique issues LGBT students face with bullying in schools. We 
have a Policy Department in DC and they use our research findings to advocate with 
government departments and elected officials. In the U.S., much of the education system 
is under state control, not national. And local advocates use our data to work toward 
inclusive policies at the state level. 
3) Program development. Our data is included in our trainings for teachers, to highlight the 
issues of LGBT students. We have local volunteers and student leaders across the 
country who use the data to advocate for programs in their schools – like anti-bullying 
policies, Gay-Straight Alliance clubs, and trainings for school personnel.” 



Ultime Considerazioni 

E voi cosa vorreste che emergesse ? 
•  Che ricerche vorreste che venissero sviluppate? 
•  Quali tematiche, quali aspetti dell’esperienza scolastica? 
 



Grazie per l'attenzione! 

Per info: centro@risorselgbti.eu 


